
29th Annual EMS Symposium 
 

PRE-SYMPOSIUM WORKSHOPS  
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM  One Day Only 
(Instructor Track) 
S.T.A.R.T/JumpSTART Train-the-Trainer 
Sue Hecks, EMT-III 
Seldovia, AK 
Cost – $100 
 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY,  
NOVEMBER 3 & 4 

 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Basic Trauma Life Support – Provider Course 
Kathy Griffin  
Anchorage, AK 
Cost – $200   (space is limited) 
 

 

(Clinical/BLS/ALS Track)  
Pediatric Disaster Life Support Course 
Brian Carrier, RN, NREMT-P 
Cost - $200    (space is limited) 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
 
7:30 AM  REGISTRATION 
 

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM    
(BLS/ALS Track)    
Scene Safety  
Debby Hassel 
Fairbanks, AK 
Cost – $100 
 
 

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
(Injury Prevention Track)   
Water Safety 
Joe McCullough 
Anchorage, AK 
Cost – $ 100   
(Space  is limited and bring your swimsuit for the afternoon.)  
  
 

HALF-DAY WORKSHOPS 
Cost – $60 for AM or PM sessions, $100 for AM and 
PM 
 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Prehospital Care of the Victim of Violence, Beyond the 
ABCs.  
Norm Rooker, EMT-P 
Fairfield, CA 
 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Obstetric Emergencies  
Bill Kreigsman, MD 
Seattle, WA 
 
 

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM LUNCH 
 
 

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Emergency Response to the Persons with Brain Disorders. 
Sgt. Mike Couturier, APD 
Tracy Barbee – NAMI Alaska 
Anchorage, Alaska 
 
 

(BLS/ALS Track)  
Pediatric Airway Management 
Art Cooper, MD 
New York, NY 
  
6:00 PM  
Welcoming Reception 
Hilton Anchorage Hotel 
 
 

CLINICAL TRACK 
 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM  
TBA 
 
 
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  
Difficult Pediatric Airways 
Art Cooper, MD 
New York, NY 
 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM LUNCH 
 

1:30 AM – 3:00 PM  
Shock Talk: An approach to Hypotension and Hypovolemia 
Leslie Wood, MD 
Sitka, AK 
 
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM  
Clinical Errors in Emergency Medicine 
Bill Kreigsman, MD 
Seattle, WA  
 
 
6:00 PM Welcoming Reception 
 Hilton Anchorage Hotel 
 



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5  
 

7:30 AM – 9:00 AM REGISTRATION 
 
 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM  
Opening Session 
Kathy McLeron, EMS Unit Manager 
Section of Community Health & EMS 
 
 

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM BREAK 
 
 

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  
General Session 
Trauma System Agenda of the Future 
Art Cooper, MD 
New York, NY 
 
 

12:00 PM – 1:30 PM LUNCH 
Safe Kids’ Luncheon 
Top of the World 
Hilton Anchorage 
 

EMS Instructors’ Luncheon 
Sponsored by Alaska Regional Hospital 
 
 

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM  
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Preparing Trauma Patients for Transfer from Rural Areas 
Frank Sacco, MD 
Anchorage, AK 
 
   

(BLS/ALS Track)  
Orthopedic Topics: What they didn’t teach you in EMT 
School  
Kathy McLeron, PA, MICP  
Juneau, AK 
 
   
(BLS/ALS Track) 
Shock Talk  
Leslie Wood, MD 
Sitka, AK 
 
 

(Management Track)  
Recruitment and Retention of Volunteers in EMS 
Norm Rooker, EMT-P 
Fairfield, CA 
 
(Instructor Track) 
Tips, Tricks, and Games for EMS Instructors 
Larry Masterman, NREMT-P 
Weaverville, CA 
 
 
(Injury Prevention Track)  
Don’t Fall For It, Part I 
Karen Lawfer 
Juneau, AK 
 
  
3:00 PM – 3:30 PM BREAK 
 
 
 
 
 

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM  
(BLS/ALS Track)  
When the Rescuer Becomes the Victim  
Brian Reiselbara, NREMT-P 
 

 
(BLS/ALS Track) 
EMS for the Elderly 
Norm Rooker, NREMT-P 
Fairfield, CA 
 
 

(BLS/ALS Track)  
EMS Myths 
Bill Kreigsman, MD 
Seattle, WA 
 
(BLS/ALS Track) 
Anatomy of a Lawsuit 
Lisa Hamby, Esq. 
Anchorage, AK 
 
 

(Management Track)  
Telemedicine and EMS 
J. Michael Orms, MD 
Texas 
 
(Injury Prevention Track)  
Don’t Fall For It, Part II 
Karen Lawfer 
Juneau, AK 
 
 

CLINICAL TRACK 
 

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM  
TBA 
 
    

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM BREAK 
 
 

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM  
General Session 
Trauma System Agenda of the Future 
Art Cooper, MD 
New York, NY 
 
 

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM LUNCH 
  
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM  
Telemedicine Successes 
J. Michael Orms, MD 
Texas 
 
 

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM BREAK 
 
 

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM  
Evaluation and Documentation of Non-Fatal Strangulation 
Cases 
Tara Henry, RN 
Anchorage, AK 
 
 
 
 
 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM  
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Mass Casualty & Terror Response  
Larry Masterman, NREMT-P  
 
 

(BLS/ALS Track)  
A Day in the Knife and Gun Club 
Brian Reiselbara, NREMT-P 
 
 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
When ACLS Doesn’t Work 
Rick Navitsky, MD 
Anchorage, AK 
 
 
(BLS/ALS Track) 
TBA 
Mark Tuccillo, DO 
Petersburg, AK 
 
 

(Instructor Track) 
Working with PowerPoint - Basics 
Kathy Griffin, NREMT-P 
Paul Perry, MICP  
Anchorage, AK 
   
 

(Injury Prevention Track)  
Think First – Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), Part I 
Eric Kohler, MD 
Anchorage, AK  
 
10:00 AM – 10:30 AM BREAK 
 
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Field Triage and Realities in Medical Disasters 
Larry Masterman, NREMT-P 
 
 
(BLS/ALS Track)   
Wilderness Medicine 
Rob Janik, MICP  
Sitka, AK 
 
 

(BLS/ALS Track)   
In-Flight Emergencies on Commercial Carriers  
Valerie DeFrance, MICP  
Hope, AK 
 
(BLS/ALS Track) 
"When to call your friendly Pediatric Intensivist:  
Predicting the Pediatric CRUMP"  
BJ Coopes, MD 
Anchorage, AK 
 
 
(Instructor Track) 
Working with PowerPoint - Advanced 
Kathy Griffin, NREMT-P 
Paul Perry, MICP  
   
 
 

 
(Injury Prevention)  
Think First – TBI, Part II 
Eric Kohler, MD 
Anchorage, AK  
 
 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM LUNCH 
 
  
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 
(BLS/ALS Track)  
Bariatrics – Solutions for Big Problems 
Brian Carriere, RN, NREMT-P 
Anchorage, AK  
  
 
1:30 PM  Skills Competition 
 
7:15 PM No Host Cocktails 
 
8:00 PM EMS Awards Banquet 
 
 
 

CLINICAL TRACK 
 
 

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM  
Pediatric Cerebral Resuscitation: Update 
BJ Coopes, MD 
Anchorage, AK 
 
10:00 AM – 10:30 AM BREAK 
   
10:30 AM - 12:00 AM  
TBA 
Michael Copass, MD 
Seattle, WA 
  
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM LUNCH 
  
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM  
Horses or Zebras 
Shelly Deering 
Juneau, AK 
 
 

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
Medical Directors’ Luncheon and QI Workshop 
  
7:15 PM No Host Cocktails  
 
8:00 PM EMS Awards Banquet 
 


